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Congressmen shall ordinarily name the men, but I shall
name the standard, and the men have got to come up to it."

A few weeks later, when the question of reappointing the
occupant of an important Federal office in New York City
was under consideration and the President was known to
be in favor of a change, a volatile young politician who
was acting as errand boy from Senator Platt called upon
the President in the interest of the incumbent. In the
course of the conversation, the visitor threatened the Presi-
dent with the vengeance of the party organization if he did
not reappoint the official. The President sprang from his
chair, saying that in the selection of officers for the public
service he was guided only by the fitness of the applicants,
and adding: "If you come here to threaten me, I will ask
you to withdraw immediately and let me go on with my
work." The visitor began to stammer an apology but be-
fore he could find expression he found himself in the hall-
way outside the President's office.

One letter which the President wrote during the first
weeks of his administration is worthy of record as showing
his early desire to have Germany made fully aware of his
attitude on the Monroe Doctrine. It was addressed, on
October 11, 1901, to Baron H. S. von Sternburg, then Ger-
man Consul at Calcutta, India, afterwards German Ambas-
sador at Washington:

" I most earnestly desire to have Germany and the United
States work hand in hand. I regard the Monroe Doctrine
as being equivalent to open door in South America. That
is, I do not want the United States or any European power
to get territorial possessions in South America but to let
South A Tnerica gradually develop on its own lines, with an
open door to all outside nations, save as the individual
countries enter into individual treaties with one another."

Very soon after Boosevelt's accession to the Presidency,
representatives of the powerful financial interests already
alluded to called upon him and sought to persuade him to